
 
 

To: Portage County Board of Supervisors    March 17, 2020 

 

 

RE: PORTAGE COUNTY COVID-19 RESPONSE—County Board Communication 
 

Attached is a three-page document from Presiding Judge, Thomas T. Flugaur that outlines the Portage 

County Circuit Court’s response to COVID-19 at this time. 

As of 5:00pm today, the Governor has ordered a prohibition on gatherings of 10 or more people. 

There are exemptions to the order, and I have attached the order to this document as well. 

Government is one of the exemptions. 

 

Updates that you may not be aware of: 

1) All branches of the Portage County Library are closed as of today and will remain closed through 

April 6. Digital services (Hoopla and Overdrive) remain available for library patrons, and the 

county will reassess the situation on or before April 6 in order to update the community on 

whether or not the library will re-open. 

 

2) The Portage County Parks Department has also canceled all reservations at its facilities until 

further notice. Those with reservations are being contacted by the department, and the online 

reservation system has been shutdown until further notice as well. The parks themselves remain 

open to the public at this time. 

 

3) As of Monday, the ADRC (Lincoln Center) has suspended all senior center and congregate dining 

activities.  This includes meal sites in Amherst, Junction City, Plover, Rosholt and Stevens Point 

including Lincoln Center until further notice.  My Meal My Way in Rosholt and Plover are also 

suspended.  If a participant requires a meal, they should contact the ADRC to arrange for Home 

Delivered Meals. Home delivered meal delivery will continue as scheduled. But is subject to 

change. Contact the ADRC at 715-341-1401 with any questions. 

 

4) All non-county reservations in county facilities have been canceled. 

 

 

5) County website continues to be updated and has a lot of important information on it. Just go to 

the county home page and follow the links at the top or bottom of the page. A dedicated page 

has been created for both closures and press releases. 



6) Press release updates are being sent out weekly at a minimum and, lately, on a daily basis. 

Future press releases can be sent to the full County Board as information only. Please do not 

respond to the e-mailed information, as we must prevent the creation of a walking quorum. 

 

7) People can call 2-1-1 for information about COVID-19 and to get connected to a DHS call center. 

You can all text 211-211 and an automated message will guide you from there. Aspirus also has 

a call center set up for people to call into. If people think they are experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19 they should call their medical provider. 

 

8) Aspirus has also set up a call center as a part of their COVID-19 response: (844) 568-0701 

 

 

9) The county’s initial response re: employee compensation is looking to the federal response in 

HR 6201, which would offer numerous forms of income relief for employees. If the federal 

response does not occur, we will look to the state next while also preparing for a lack of 

response from both levels of government. The overall approach is a tiered approach given the 

amount of uncertainty, the pace of change, and the knowledge that what we do today may be 

obsolete or in need of change tomorrow. 

 

10) We will be adjusting, again, to the latest orders and guidance. This will take a little time and 

require flexibility in order to maintain a calm and rational approach to an exceptionally 

challenging situation and set of circumstances. We continue to work with all of our 

community partners, and that work will only expand as we move forward into our 

community’s response to COVID-19. 

 

Again, prepare yourself for more changes in the coming days, and we will all continue to adjust to new 

information as it comes to us. If you have any questions about anything moving forward, please do not 

hesitate to call or e-mail me. I will get back to you as soon as I can, and I can share any concerns you 

have with the appropriate local, state, and/or federal authorities. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Chris Holman 

Portage County Executive 


